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1. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS MORNING OP DEC. 12 CLAIM NIOC 
CRUDE WILL BE SOLD AT POLLOWING PRICES: 

IRANIAN LIGHT U.S. $ 17.04 

IRANIAN HEAVY 16.04 

ROSTAM 17.34 

SASSAN 16.20 

DARIUS 16.00 

NO PRICES WERE REPORTED POR CYRUS, NOW RUZ, AND BAHREGANSAR CRUDES. 
NEWSPAPERS PURTHER STATED PIVE COMPANIES DESCRIBED ONLY AS 
"AMERICAN, EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE" OFPERED THE ABOVE PRICES. 

2. COMMENT: AS PAR AS WE CAN DISCOVER, THESE REPORTS OP PRICES 
ARE ACCURATE. HANDPUL OF NIOC EXECUTIVES WHO ARE HANDLING 
SALE ARE STILL CLOSETED AND ARE GIVING OUT NO INFORMATION. ONE 
USUALLY RELIABLE NIOC SOURCE REPORTS THAT IT WILL BE SEVERAL DAYS 
BEFORE NIOC MAKES FINAL DETERMINATION OF WHAT QUANTITIES TO ALO- 
CATE TO WHOM. THUS WE UNDERSTAND THAT ONLY A PART, IF ANY, OF 
NIOC'S AVAILABLE CRUDE HAS ACTUALLY BEEN COMMITTED AT ABOVE PRICES. 
HELMS 
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